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 Capacity 

 

Qualifications 

I am a medical graduate of Aberdeen University where I obtained a Bachelor of 

Medical Biology (Hons) in neurophysiology in 1972 and qualified Bachelor of 

Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery in 1975. I have obtained higher degrees of 

Master of Philosophy (Edin) and Doctor of Medicine (Aberd) following study and 

research in psychiatry. I have been awarded the degree of Master of Laws 

(Distinction) in Medical Law and Ethics by De Montfort University, Leicester. I 

obtained Membership of the Royal College of Psychiatrists in 1979 and was elected 

to the Fellowship in 1991. I became a Chartered Biologist and Member of the 

Society (then Institute) of Biology in 1985. In 1995 I became a Member of the 

Academy of Experts. In 1997 I became a Member of the Expert Witness Institute 

and in 2002 I was one of the first members to be elected Fellow. 

 

Clinical training and experience 
 

My general professional training in psychiatry was in Edinburgh from 1976 to 1979. 

This included six months as Registrar in Liaison Psychiatry at the Royal Infirmary 

of Edinburgh. My higher training was as Lecturer in Psychiatry at Manchester 

University under Professor (now Sir) David Goldberg between 1979 and 1983. I 

provided a liaison service to the Professorial Medical Unit and the Allergy Clinic of 

the University Hospital of South Manchester. Between 1983 and 1990 I was Senior 

Lecturer and Consultant Liaison Psychiatrist at St. James’s University Hospital, 

Leeds. I worked with non-psychiatric specialists in the diagnosis and treatment of 

patients whose physical illnesses or injuries were complicated by psychiatric 

symptomatology or appeared to be modified by psychiatric, personality or emotional 

factors. From 1990 to 2000 I was Consultant Psychiatrist and then Consultant 

Forensic Psychiatrist in Leeds. Between 2000 and 2005 I undertook locum 

consultant positions in general adult, forensic, learning disability, prison in-reach and 

old age psychiatry. I am now a Consultant Forensic Psychiatrist at Cygnet Hospital 

Wyke and a Part-Time Lecturer, Department of Law, De Montfort University. 

 

Research and publications 
 

I am the author of books on alcohol problems and editor of A Handbook for Trainee 

Psychiatrists. The research for my MPhil concerned the measurement of cognitive 

impairment in psychiatric patients. I am the author of a case report on capacity in 

relation to the Limitation Act 1980 in The Journal of Forensic Psychiatry. This case 

report concerns White v Fell, the case which features in the Martin Masterman Lister 

case. I am the co-author of a paper on decision-making in ‘near persistent vegetative 

states’ and author of a paper on the assessment of capacity in The Solicitors’ Journal. 

I gave evidence on capacity at the judicial review of the ‘force feeding’ of ‘The Moors 

Murderer’, Ian Brady (R v Collins and Ashworth Hospital Authority, ex parte Brady 

[2000] Lloyd’s Rep Med 355-367). 


